
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

6 JANUARY 2021 
7:30 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

DRAFT MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster is holding a virtual meeting at 7:30 PM, on January 6, 2021 through Zoom 
Meeting. The Meeting ID is 207 812 8623 and the phone number needed to call in is 1-929-205-6099.  

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor:  James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, George Gaspar, Tom Boissonnault  
Village Police Chief:  John Del Gardo 
Village Engineer: Todd Atkinson 
Village Counsel: Jennifer Herodes Gregory Folchetti 
Clerk & Treasurer: Michelle Chiudina 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer:  Donna Milazzo  

Pledge to flag. 

Regular Meeting 

Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to open the regular meeting, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 

Trustee Gaspar joins the meeting after the motion is approved.  

1. Monthly Reports 
1.1. Engineer’s Reports for November and December, 2020. Mr. Todd Atkinson of Folchetti & Associates, delivers the 

November and December, 2020 Engineer’s Report. Mr. Atkinson reminds the Board of a previous discussion 
regarding the DEP building a headquarters on the BOS land development, which is off of Palmer Road. Trustee 
Bryde asks about the activities scheduled under the EPA Stormwater Phase II of the report. Mr. Atkinson states 
that these activities are ongoing and are continued maintenance to the facility. Mr. Atkinson also reminds the 
Board that himself and Mayor Schoenig met with John Lord and Judy Terlizzi of the Putnam County Land Trust and 
had volunteers clean up the Tonetta Retrofit. There was also a discussion of possibly having the Putnam County 
Land Trust maintaining the catch basins, at the Tonetta Brook and Wells Brook and possibly the plantings in those 
areas. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept the Engineer’s Reports for November and December, 2020, Trustee 
Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

1.2. Zoning Board or Appeals Report. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept a report of No Activity for the Zoning 
Board of Appeals, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. 

1.3. DPW Report. Mr. Domenic Consentino, DPW Superintendent, delivers the DPW report. Mr. Consentino states that 
last year, the Village treated almost 63 million gallons of water. He continues stating that everything went well 
with first snow storm of the season, and he also received his first delivery of salt for the roads. Mr. Consentino 
explains that the Village is using a different contract for salt and saving about $30 per ton of salt, which is locked in 
until August 2021. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if Mr. Consentino is planning to pre-purchase salt for next season if 
this price is still the lowest available, and Mr. Consentino confirms this and explains the salt purchasing process 
that involve OGS Procurement Services for New York State. Trustee Gaspar asks about Mr. Consentino’s purchasing 
habits for salt and Mr. Consentino states that he buys the minimum amount needed while still staying within the 
contract boundaries. Trustee Bryde would like to thank Mr. Consentino and the DPW laborers in clearing the roads 
in the Village. Mr. Consentino asks the Board if there is a solution for the Oak Street Private Driveway issue and 
Clerk Chiudina will speak with the Village Counsels regarding the issue. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept the 
DPW report, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

1.4. Planning Board Reports for November and December, 2020. Deputy Mayor Piccini would also like to motion to 
amend the agenda to move the Special Exception Use Permit for 861 Route 22, which is originally item #3, to the 
next item after the Planning Board Reports are discussed, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. Mr. Richard Lowell, 



Planning Board Chairman, emailed the Planning Board Reports for November and December, 2020 to the Board of 
Trustees and Clerk Chiudina explains them briefly. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept the Planning Board 
Reports for November and December, 2020 as written, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  

2. Special Exception Use Permit - 861-869 Route 22. Deputy Mayor Piccini recalls the November 18, 2020 Public Hearing to 
allow for a Special Exception Use Permit in the B2 District that allows for mixed use buildings, which consist of 
commercial on the first floor and residential on the upper floors. The zone amendment was approved by the Board of 
Trustees pending the decision from the Planning Board, however, there was some confusion regarding what was being 
approved and the Planning Board gave the Board of Trustees a resolution allowing for 861 Route 22 to use a Special 
Exception Use Permit, but did not provide a recommendation regarding the allowance of the Special Exception Use 
Permit in the B2 District. Counsel Folchetti emailed the Board an outline as to what the next steps will be for this 
process. The Village Board and Village Counsel Herodes discuss the next steps in regards to the application process. 
Counsel Herodes suggests that the Board hold a Public Hearing on February 3, 2021 regarding the allowance of the 
Special Exception Use Permit for mixed use buildings, consisting of commercial on the first floor and residential on the 
upper floors, in the B2 District, to ensure the Board receives all of the recommendations necessary to make a decision. 
Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to refer the proposed amendment to the Zoning Code to the Village Planning Board, the 
Town of Southeast Planning Department and the Putnam County Planning Department, regarding allowing a Special 
Exception Use Permit that allows for a mixed use building to consist of commercial on the first floor and residential on 
the upper floors in the B2 district, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to hold a Public 
Hearing on February 3, 2021, at 7:30 PM or soon thereafter, presumably on Zoom, so long as the Executive Order 
pertaining to the Open Meeting Law is still in effect, to discuss the allowance of a Special Exception Use Permit for 
mixed use building, consisting of commercial on the first floor and residential on the upper floors, in the B2 District, 
Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. 

3. Declare Obsolete and Authorize Disposal of Unused Police Vehicle. Clerk Chiudina explains that there are two vehicles 
at the Village Police Barracks, that are no longer in use, and there is interest in one of the vehicles to be purchased but 
the vehicles must first be declared obsolete so the Board can authorize the disposal of the vehicles. Trustee Bryde notes 
that there should be no lettering on the vehicles that says the Village of Brewster as well as anything in the cars that 
belongs to the Village of Brewster, and it should be removed. Trustee Gaspar motions to declare the unused vehicles, 
and authorize the disposal of these vehicles, so long as there is no indication that the vehicles are linked to the Village 
of Brewster, in regards to lettering on the vehicles, and there is no usable equipment in the vehicles, Trustee 
Boissonnault 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. 

4. Minutes for approval, December 16, 2020. Trustee Bryde motions to approve the minutes from the December 16, 2020 
meeting, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. 

5. Vouchers Payable – Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order. 
5.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $118,485.01 
5.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 21,231.82 
5.3. F -  WATER FUND 33,355.21 
5.4. G - SEWER FUND 11,323.47  
5.5. TA -  TRUST & AGENCY  2,276.10 

Total Vouchers Payable $186,671.61 
Deputy Mayor Piccini accepts the Vouchers as written, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. 

6. Other Business  
6.1. Trustee Boissonnault asks Clerk Chiudina about the electricity set up for the Village Tree. Clerk Chiudina is 

expecting a call from the electrician to meet with her regarding the placement of the post for the electrical box 
and the outlet, which will hopefully be done next week. Clerk Chiudina notes that it was unfortunate that the 
Village wasn’t able to get the electricity sooner and thanks those who donated, and mentions that the list of 
donors is on the Village website. Trustee Bryde asks when the flowers come down and Clerk Chiudina and Mr. 
Consentino are not sure when the flowers came down last year but will take them down when Trustee Bryde says. 

6.2. Deputy Mayor Piccini notes that the Board of Trustees donated personal funds to Mr. Kyle DeSantis for his Eagle 
Scout Project of placing banners on the poles in the Village of Brewster to honor local heroes, and mentions that 
she received a thank you note for the donation, and the other members of the Board state they received notes as 
well. 

7. New Business – None.  



8. Public Comment 
8.1. Mr. John Lord wishes the Board a Happy New Year and asks if the Village has received alerts from the County in 

regards to those who are not abiding by Executive Orders to wear masks and to social distance and inquires on 
how the Village is handling these calls. Clerk Chiudina explains that the Village Office has only received one call on 
this and the Code Enforcement Officer has handled both of them. Trustee Bryde inquires about the call and Clerk 
Chiudina explained that the Health Department received a complaint about a local business not abiding by the 
Executive Orders and Code Enforcement Officers were asked to follow up on the issue. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks 
why Mr. Lord is asking this question and Mr. Lord states that the Town is receiving notices from the County and 
wanted to know if the Village was receiving them as well. Clerk Chiudina states that the Village has not received 
anything from the County regarding this but notes that the Village Police are also very diligent in ensuring that 
those on the street are wearing masks and businesses are following the executive orders. Mr. Lord mentions that 
there is E-Waste on Saturday January 9, 2021 from 10 AM to 2 PM at the Highway Garage at 10 Palmer Road and 
Deputy Mayor Piccini asks Clerk Chiudina to put that on our platforms.  

9. Executive Session. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to go into executive session for personnel matters, a decision may 
possibly be made after the session, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. 

10. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to come out of executive session, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. Deputy 
Mayor Piccini announces that no motions will be made regarding the personnel matters. 

11. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to adjourn the meeting, Trustee Bryde 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0.  
 
 





































 


